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Preface to “Geosciences of submarine groundwater discharge”
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U Faculty of Science, Toyama University,
3190 Gofuku, Toyama 930-8555, Japan

B0 QOcean Research Institute, the University of Tokyo,
1-15-1 Minamidai, Nakano, Tokyo 164-8639, Japan

The discharge of freshwater from the seafloor of the continental shelf is recognized as an
important, direct transport pathway both for water and other materials between the land
groundwater system and the marine environment. This submarine groundwater discharge
(SGD) is possibly more important than its contribution to the water balance alone would sug-
gest, because the concentration of dissolved material is greater than that of river water, and
much of the riverine dissolved material is removed by colloids and/or uptaken by phytoplankton
in the estuary region. In this special issue, 7 original papers and 1 short report are incorporated,
focusing on recent SGD geochemistry research in Japan.
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