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Early to Middle Archean microfossil records
from the Pilbara Craton, Western Australia;
its significance in the early evolution of life
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Early to Middle Archean fossil-like carbonaceous and pyritic microstructures from the Pil-
bara Craton, Western Australia were reviewed, referring to origins and depositional environ-
ments of host rocks. While their biogenicity is not always widely accepted but even controver-
sial, it is plausible that Early to Middle Archean microorganisms were significantly diverse
(filamentous, lenticular, spheroidal, film-like) and adapted to wide ranges of environments in-
cluding deep-sea hydrothermal area, shallow sea and even hyper-saline lake. Hence, these re-
cords of microfossil and stromatolites reported from contemporaneous strata could not provide
direct information about origin of life and its very early evolution. On the other hand, recently
accumulated data of large microfossils (>20 um in major dimension), some of which are mor-
phologically similar to cyanbacteria and eukaria, could provide new framework for studies on

the early evolution of life.
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1. U &I

19604-ACHIEH, 7 7 % @ Gunflint Chert (R4
FAZ1AME AT IS AR TR DO AEWAL A A3 56 K
& N7 (Barghoorn and Tyler, 1965; Cloud, 1965) .
ZNURE, Joh 7)) TR OBALHIRE DRI IS
frbhzzns, Wi &AL oS oI55
DEBLIZLDR, [iATH-720 T 255 D0hHE <
HY, SHIJENAGFIALAPEHB DD B
DY RL ot PIZIX, 7V =7V FOMRE

(>87f84F) 2 b 27z “Isuasphaera” (Pflug

* Al R R BB T TR
T464-8601 %= 1 T-HL XA ENT

and Jaeschke-Boyer, 1979) &, E&AW TH 5D
B L) ICHEMEZHE LTV, LALEDOR, &
BAEH QBB S - aE6Y, Thbbfbat L
THbNHF27% 572 (Schopf and Walter, 1983) o

F 72 Schopf (1993) 2 & D #hts S 72356 4E 11 D%
bf, L2dMERBERDGABMTE O BBk ATRIE X
7= 0, 1040 HRRE oA & L<Thb
NT& 720 LA L20024F 12 2 o A Mk Y 14 12 5 o B
ENEEN (Brasier et al., 2002), ¥&X4&kE4 X
AATEEE S5 L7z (Schopf et al., 2002; Bra-
sier et al., 2005; Moorbath, 2005; Schopf, 2006) ,
A E L OEREWRE E L CoRERMIba ol
EDE WA, “BWEEEINL URAIHDED
DTHY, LA THHI L% AW THIEIE
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COBHETIEIIEA =AM TV 7ILE - CoNT bl
DFT~ IR 2 & i S 7 R R L OV SRR
DAL RREE W DWW T %0 2R 528Kt
AR LZMAEYMEAfLL72b 0L LTRESNS
TeDDEMITOWTERL, wi~PHKEROKEER
% L RRER DS HMEIC O WTERET S, # L TREIC
[E I S FH OPREFR L 72MILAIZDOWTZED
EFEdEm L7z,

2. EILNSHBOMERE

VN Z M, £ o8 £3250,000 km*I12 K
A, BEO F— 2 RfERaRE ORI E kG
ORI KNERMETH S5 (Fig. 1), K
B FIESHEAE A S22 E D WAER IR 2%, £
MEAHNIAAAE L 7 gt Bk oS v o E k> v a
v (38~35f4F) v I N TS (Hickman and
Van Kranendonk, 2008), [F#ilizson51L— >

(East Pilbara Terrane, Regal Terrane, Karratha
Terrnae, Sholl Terrane, Kurrana Terrane) &12®
Heff i (De Grey Superbasin) 225 7% 5, fkfis
WM T 5140, 7 v a Y B X UERE
B S RWHMOE (Hickman et al., 2010) ®9 5,

Warrawoona J&#F, Strelley Pool J&, Sulphur Springs
JE&#, Cleaverville %7t 3 »', Gorge Creek J&#
6 R RE R O EERIVE O WAL A RRRE & B o D S
»BH Y (Fig.2), RETHMIEEZ B <%, 7B Warra-
wona JE #f © Z ik ’A & Strelley Pool J&§ D5 1213 %
LAY OAEFILAEZE 26N DD IMEINT
W% (Wacey et al., 2006; Banerjee et al., 2007) o

3. EIWNS T N ICERT 2R
BiE

3.1 Warrawoona E# (3,525~3,426 Ma)

Warrawoona JB# (3 East Pilbara Terrane 43382
ST B TRAEBEKIANHBT 2, HRE AL
HbEvo TREEKNEZ NI YA, vT Y, B
THFIIELI &0, KREMSREBECTEBLAZL
%2 5NTwb (Green et al., 2000; Sugitani et al.,
2006a) . —77 T, MEEMBGE 2 TR 2076 b
% (Kato and Nakamura, 2003), HEfEEHIZER
WA nwas, Fy— b, EREE, KBRS, BEEME
Ea, KlEHBS EMEIIZEIIh S,
Dresser &, Mount Ada Basalt, Apex Chert (Apex
Basalt), Panorama J& 7% & At Bk & W 238 S
nTwa,
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Fig.1 Locations of fossil-like microstructures (3.5~3.0 Ga) in the Pilbara
Craton. Modified from Hickman and Van Kranendonk (2008). Fossil
localities: (1) Dresser Formation; (2) Apex Basalt; (3) Panorama For-
mation; (4) Kangaroo Caves Formation; (5) Strelley Pool Formation;
(6) Dixon Island Formation; (7) Farrel Quartzite.

1 Hickman et al. (2010) Tix “Cleaverville Succession” & L Cit#k. IEAXDBREHTH S I LAHEREN TV 5,



3.1.1 Dresser & (~3,490 Ma)
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Fig.2 Representative specimens of described fossil-like microstructures. a) and b)

Carbonaceous filaments from the Dresser Formation (Ueno et al., 2001; image
courtesy of Yuichiro Ueno). c¢) Cell-like bodies from the Dresser Formation
(Glikson et al., 2008, with permission from Elsevier). d) Septate filamentous
structure from the Apex Chert (Schopf et al., 2007, with permission from
Elsevier). e) Aggregates of ellipsoidal structures in the Panorama Formation
(Westall et al., 2006; image courtesy of Francis Westall, with increased con-
trast). f) Minute hollow spheroids associated with film-like structure from the
Kangaroo Caves Formation (Duck et al., 2007, with permission from Elsevier).
g) Cluster of three spindle-like structures and h) Small spheroids with film-like
structure, from the Strelley Pool Formation (Sugitani et al., 2010). i) Dendritic
carbonaceous structures from the Dixon Island Formation (Kiyokawa et al.,
2006, with permission from GSA). j) Thread-like structure, k) film-like struc-
ture, 1) large solitary spheroid, m) spindle-like structure, and n) cluster of small
spheroids, from the Farrel Quartzite (Sugitani et al., 2007).

North Pole #i

720 — T, Isozakietal. (1997) IR O H

W25 A9 % Dresser JEiE, BE1I~¥+m OF v—
b, NTA b, REBEED O % AHEBOHRE GO
REECHEZRELERLTBY, BKEI )P
AR ZHBEAS5N S (Ueno et al, 2001b; Van
Kranendonk et al., 2008) (Fig. 1- @), RS
DWW, Buick and Dunlop (1990) i, ZIaE04
BT %77 — Ok AN~ R EiEE L

RiEEMNETH o2 LTWb, £72Van Kranen-
donk et al. (2008) I ANVTIET NV EHREL
TWwa,

Dresser &7 51319804812 F—AKD A Fa~
b I 4 MEREEY OB EE SN2 (Walter et
al., 1980), #I2 Lowe (1994) &, JEEMNRMEET
BB R L7120 Isozaki et al. (1997), Huill - GG
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(1998) b Z K ITTA) I (S HERE L 72 SRR SR I ) ©
HBHERRTVDS, FRITH L TRAEAT D738 7
Uyxy ML), EMFETORE 2N A PO
< b T A MRS SO A R R BRYEHERE T A D T B
CEAVHIL, AWEREOMEEIBFOERSRTY
% (Van Kranendonk et al., 2008). BALATREHE
BEWIRBIRTF Yy — Y ) A ERPOME IR TS
(Dunlop et al., 1978; Ueno et al., 2001a, b; 2004;
Glikson et al., 2008) o

Dunlop et al. (1978) ¥F v — FOEEE—7 v IR
SRICE D, MRS AR I ENS LD LIEE
DL O EGELHREOKRKKMEEY (H£1.2~12 um)
I L7z INnSiE, BT 79 h oAb RS EY
(Knoll and Barghoorn, 1977) & O R Hk
#7700y b, DDI (Divisional Dispersion Index)
(Schopf, 1976) LML LTI SN TV 5,
Ueno et al. (2001a, b;2004) 1%, HIRZREHD
DA EREEIRF ¥ — 2 SRR S % W5
L7ze ¥V A ERO2M D S PEHT 2 EIRE X O
HFLFTHRT74 52 (Fig.2a, b) @EREWI Y &
D, TElum TEXA5100 um 13EL, HWIZHEAE S
72bDYHFET bo —T, WL (4~20um) O 7 4
FAZMERERFr— MBI TS, 20O
TA4ITAY MRS HIVHE DL, B DOD2%
A TDHBN, WITNHREWE T 5 VBt H» ST
ETWb, B8R0 7 45 % v b o peFE RV
—42~-32% (PDB) T& % (Uenoetal., 2001a),
F2EIRT v — FOMSRESITEITNE T4 T A Y
k DF DML -30.5~—40.2% (PDB) T# 5% (Ueno
et al., 2001b) . Ueno et al. (2001b) X, >V » &Nk
L DOBRR LR A DBKEEIZ T 5 Kitajima et al.
(2001) OWF%E, &L TitakkiiEm &85 v —
MIPTRIIFBRAONLIEHFIIH LR, L
CEDBWDOEELH T VAKE (>80m) DS
B 2HKIEHIC L - TEIRFT v — MRS iz &
Ex, FRBVRZRAMAHEBKEL D, 74T 22 b8
A5 VWO X 9 R bF AR R TH Bl R x
R L7z #£12 Ueno et al. (2006b) &Y 7 &k
DFEAEA YN IEF B R FE ALK (< 56
%) RHTBHAY VERWEL, A& VHIEHEDD
DELTW5h, B Glikson et al. (2008) & #H
BEHE MO CHMIEO T v — M E2EIZEL, BT to

fE— R

A % YR T % Methanocaldococcus jannaschii 12
XL 9 2 MRS 2 5 LT3 (Fig. 2¢),
PLEDORRZRFEHLE 13512, Derenne et al. (2008) i,
Dresser BHOF v — MIHFENE75r 0y = ¥ O
RESWZ 5L, ZNODHREMEEZ AT 5 EH
PaiGERACAKTR, T %b b Y REA R ICHET S
CTEERBL T D,

3.1.2 Mount Ada Basalt (~3,470 Ma ?)
Awramik et al. (1983) | North Pole H13%® Mount
Ada Basalt 1 D*L ¥ ZRF ¥ — b5 5, 5FFEHD 7 4
S A Y MRB X UCTHEOKRIEED 2 & L. £
D) H4~6um DHEETLE~T.0um DEZ % b OHM
AR OWEEM DB E R > 72D DO EFLIMHOPED
747X b, £ LTHEHES0.3 um TEK S 57180 um
IET 5, R TROL DR EREMOMILAE L
720 Awramik et al. (1983) &, EATWIZEHFICH L&D
&, MALAOBEED P E TN TS T v — b 2RI
ThsrELl, Lioftaft L72mEW IZi3ER L
BHolzZ ERIRBLI, THIIH LT Buick (1984)
&, ibAx&ESLF v — MAERSEoOFEINHEIZT Y
APLBE L7 RINEDDOTHDEEZ, WAba L H
EEINT2HDE, ZOEYRFELENTHVIEI T
B (dubiofossil) & L7z. 7 BiAbA AR E
2ELEINLABORIGLNIHETESTELT

(% 2.1 Schopf, 2006), LS OEMHERLE O
72D DR F A IIANTRTH %,

3.1.3 Apex Basalt (~3,460 Ma) East Pilbara
Terrane FJERIC 549 %5 Apex Basalt |3 K Hi Tl
% Panorama & & & % | Salgash #& & 5 % R 3
% (Van Kranendonk et al., 2006), ZOHIZEEN
% F % — b4k (Apex Chert) (Fig.1-®@) » 5
Schopf and Packer (1987) & Schopf (1993) 12X -
THRALA MBS S s Shize HoiRZoF v — b
BRBEOWEE L EZ T TLTEOHIIEENS
RFEH T 47 A PRIEBICHHL, TDEL %
HWETT /37 5 T ® Oscillatoria JEIZHILTE 5
Z & &R L7 (Schopf, 1993) (Fig.2d), 2N 5 i
o (Mtimtio, Lardby7 /377 7o kel
WhHAE LTHhbiz, &I A% Brasier et al

(2002, 2005, 2006) ¥, HHFHLEIIEI>TIDF ¥ —
MPIZREEZESCAERTH L Z L E2RL, BALAT
T AT AL ML, FEWRBEOERW AT ) OFERE

2 & X 451 Van Kranendonk et al. (2003) 123 &2 <,
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E R R R SR RIS T, BBl - BEE LT
ENszé L7z ZHUxt LT Schopf et al. (2002),
Schopf (2006) &7~ ¥ 5o HETT 45 % b
REMIIRTL, T2 NN7 T T L ORBRIZD
WTIRRRLODS, 25 0AWkRENEE kL T
Wh,

COMEFIIEKALE L THREEZ LT\, De
Gregorio et al. (2009) 1%, Apex Chert IZ&EN 5
REEWE O XANES (T v 7 A RIS T 5 15 %)
FrREH L, MIbA2% # 3 5 Gunflint Chert ®
Oy L7, WFICE CRERL BzIED) K
O 7 74 MEETIE R, SRTFIEMELA
5,2 IVEFVLVERLT =) —VEREGETH
%, %5 Apex Chert O EEWEPEWRIETH
5& L7720 —7, Pintietal. (2009) 3% T-BEMGEE
2Ly, nofHA L, Yrxuh g FESEAICE
INBETELERLI, TELTCZOBBHEEILHEDS
13, Apex Chert 2SEKRLH TFRICEDZEE %232 C
BY, MHAGOREHYIRS T2 TR KW &
LT, £72, TOMIRPISHKRERILD S 72 2 8ALH
B2 ), T OIFEWRED S O &
LCHREBRESN R DI I T % (Marshall et
al.,2011),

3.1.4 Panorama & (3,432~3,427 Ma)
woona J& # fit I f ® Panorama & |3 East Pilbara
Terrane O HJLERAH S FERIZ T TEL AT %o B
KM FICHEREOKIGHBE» 5520, Fx¥—1
BAERLEIRT v — b, ERELHEV, REHEEZD
L Cw5 (DiMarco and Lowe, 1989), At kit &
Y% Marble Bar ®JtH50 km @ Kitty’s Gap O gk
Fr— I oHE SN (Westall et al., 2006)

(Fig.1-®)s COWKIZIDE, ZOF ¥ — 113
W HER L 72 KINER BRI L 72 b D TH Y,
HREXKNEZES . KIIERE L OWE TSR,
YOI ERDIFEET o WIEOIEEIC L YIS 7z
TNz IR B S HERE L, T B KILE
OWRFEAMY B E 2> T HITE GBS S
NEAL L7222 5N Twb, Westall et al. (2006)
BIZOFv— 27 v BEKATIyF Y7L, WEE
BEOBTHMECTHE L7, HAE03um 0%k < TR

Warra-

DRFEEDT 4T AV bR T4 VA, BELum DT
DERIR, BIROHEREWITINZ, SRPOMIBICEELL
boRe, au=—kK2r 525 —HET 5 (Fig. 2¢)o
TS XIS AE RO A B R R AL A UM A T
& o2 REEITRBE I N T WS,

3.2 Strelley Pool JE (3,426~3,350 Ma)

East Pilbara Terrane &3 244 3~ % Strelley
Pool J& | X BERERE &, RIRIE S, F v — N, Kl
B> %Y, HELY) 7134 7% < &£ $30,000
km*lZ K5 (Lowe, 1983; Hickman, 2008) o {&ifF~1%
KIS PEIRTHERG L, SRRGIEEOZ Pu< T4
b & dY (Lowe, 1980; Hofmann et al., 1999;
Allwood et al., 2006), ALAICEAT A5 I N
TZ Lol BRBEYO IO =—K7 5 A5 —

(EROEZEIZ~20um) BPFHFHE SN TWw B P

(Schopf and Packer, 1987; Schopf, 2006), %k
RHRAEIZOWVTOFHELWFEHIE RV,

R EE#H 513 2 @ Strelley  Pool & O H.\» 25+
km Bt 72330 502 S AL BB S & £ BoicE L 72

(Sugitani et al., 2010) (Fig.1-®)* A bua~< 7
A bR ERIE ) BT v — bUZERIR, 740V
AR, LY X~ 74 5 A v MR R FE
WAL T 5 (Fig.2g, h)o ERIRMEEWIIHE AR
KT100um IZ#ET %, KB (>15um) O DITH
FCHERT 2EMICDH 2755, A (<15um) Db O
FLiEliZaue=—fHr A5 —%2BKTL5h, b
W7 4 VA THET 5, L v A~ #58EIRREE
WL RED20~80um TH Y, WHIZHZED 5 ik
BB 5T 5o NUERIRIE S & FAk 2
U=—kk7 TAY—RERT BGENH L. 74 T R
Y MIEESLum LT 0% S FIRTHMEICK A A
V, Hmm L EOEEDS IFEEHRL TV b,
Sugitani et al. (2010) IHE, ¥4 X504, {LAE
BOBRIT G 3 5 REEL, EIREFICESWT, 7T
y — %Y B /NERIREE ) & L > X~ IR
WiZonWTRMIbA TH 2 WEEEAEwEL, T3
ERKST DT AT AL MZOWTIENA F T 4 VLD
LAt L7zdb0eEz 7,

3 De Gregorio et al. (2009) Ti%, Apex Chert Tl carbonaceous matter, Gunflint Chert Tid kerogen &\ 9 ffiv 303 % LTH

D, ATiEThichto 7z

4 51T Wacey et al. (2011) 512X D, 20114:8H @ Nature Geoscience & 1.C, THMOBERTIZB T 2 meEmdmita o

FERPHE ST 5,
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3.3 Sulphur Springs B# (Kangaroo Caves
/&; ~3,240 Ma)

Sulphur Springs J&#:1% East Pilbara Terrane ®
PEEBIC AT B0 2 DRI AR R ~3E Rl
HED LD, MICERE~RINEEOKIIEEHSH
fimH% &t (Hickman and Van Kranendonk,
2008), # Lf2iZd 7% Kangaroo Caves fEIdH:EE
KRB S, Fv— &, MIRSREE» S22, KK
B & RIS RL & N7 BRI HE ) SRR LW S5 R %
GEN, ZORDPSEBINOBDT 4T RX Y MRD
WAL R E Y A3 S 172 (Rasmussen, 2000)

(Fig.1-@)o ZD 7 14 F 4 ¥ MEKEITH i #k4E
Wdo TRRSNEHH I 7 + — AfiETICE
L, B&EE—% (0.7~0.9um) TE 13300 um 12
EL, AB-7D, Lo hLTWwWhb, o0
T A — AEEOR LTI 74 T A PomEIET v
¥ LTHAHA, IHEERTIZa T 7 + — A DERE K L
TFAT% b ONH 2 5, Rasmussen (2000) (X [F &
BEDKILEHKFELOOm L LD EEZ/RT =
L, L THRRImRAL SR 2 T2 L 72 BoK O WA 72
EAB00°C LHEZE X NS Z & (Vearncombe et al.,
1995) SEh 5, WEELE 7 1 7 A v N RIFREOL
FEBMEOILAEEZTWADH, 72 Duck et al.
(2007) ZMSMRIC L o CHEHEOHARHEL S
RFEBEDOWHET 4 T A2 MRHFTIZ B A XD
ZEOEREEHE L T3 (Fig. 20),

3.4 Cleaverville Y7t 3> (Dixon Island

&; ~3,200 Ma)

Cleaverville %7 t ¥ 3 » &, ¥ NS5 BRI H®
Regal Terrane (24345 %, Regal J&, Dixon Island
J&, PortRobinson Basalt # & 7= IEANEFH T
& 5 (Hickman et al., 2010) o Z® 9 % Dixon Island
J&@ 755 Kiyokawa et al. (2006) 2 X o THRALFHAE
EW SN (Fig. 1-®) o ZoEoREREIE,
Thr b e R ks, RaFy—1, 205 v—
FTH Y, Kiyokawa and Taira (1998) 3R
BRI & Z 2 Twd, AY¥ 27t a0 Regal g
DLRE DV TR & % 2 2R E S
Vs (Ohta et al., 1996;also see Hickman et al.,
2010) o

iz C 3 % Dixon Island D415 SERINLS 7z
B v — b, 565 4 7o FEBEMALA B
HZWmE N4~y PRBEPRE SN TV S

(Kiyokawa et al., 2006). ALAHREEW D% <

i — B

&, 5~150 um BOHZE7 4 5 AV MBS BV ITa v
FIRT, L@ty <Ay, F¥x—Fr<bY 7R
FICHAET 2 b Ol aa=—k2 7 25 — 2B
T 560 H 5 (Fig. 21) . BHELum T ORKIT T
FoBERD L VIZEEIRO 7 S RA 7 =% L TWb,
RIS W) 0 K i1 %> £ @ Dixon Pillow Basalt (2
LB 2 L5005, Kiyokawa et al. (2006) i
Dixon Island Jg O HEREERE % 500~2,000 m & HEH L
720 F L CLAAOREWIITBCSE ~ 7~ O K I
BN P KRR (<150°C) DM ITE LI A B
L7 EMEAftLzd 02 LTwb, LA
LA, ENTIloftiigicd Lid LIZER
L, ZRELLTHERINLZEDE W, BELZK
RIAERAS S & 22 2 e (B1 213 Sugitani et
al., 2003) 2z T, AFLTEAEORS (pseudo-
morph) »iLEHMENTEY (Kiyokawa et al., 2006),
[ @ DOHERERBICOWTIZE LICHELWIRE PR E L
Zzbhb,

3.5 Gorge Creek B (3,050~3,020 Ma)

Gorge Creek E#Z, FICHEFEMEBBYH»S %25
Farrel Quartzite, 7 v — b &iFIRELSLB O HB T 5
Cleaverville J§, = L T#A, Wa, BEarok b
Cundaline JE 2> 5Hi% X 115, E£1Z East Pilbara Ter-
rane |2504i L, West Pilbara Terrane Tl Cleaver-
ville BOAHD R 5N 5 (Hickman et al., 2010) . Far-
rel Quartzite & Cleaverville &% 5 LA AR5
PHEE I Tw5,

3.5.1 Farrel Quartzite (~3,050 Ma) Gorge
Creek E#:# B D Farrel Quartzite X, f1%EICE
bar EhEL, AlE He Fry— MERPD
%Y, ZOREIZRKTLO00mIZET %5 (Van
Kranendonk et al., 2006; Hickman et al., 2010),
East Pilbara Terrane ¥ ® Goldsworthy #k {75
Tk, Z0BEIZ1~100m & Z/tH» ML <, Warra-
woona DO LA AEHFITE W, Cleaverville J&

(30.2f%4F; Van Kranendonk et al., 2006) 2S#H 7%
Bo PALITHA 2 Yty % AR & 3 B3RO K0
BERRON, WL TERABTARD SN

(Sugitani et al., 2003) ., BBk T 1B RS B S A H
koborEin, KEGLOMRBBIHR L
ZBbNTWw5 (Sugitani et al., 2003; 2006b) . Z Dk
55 O ER A S P ERIZ A1) T, Farrel Quartzite @
FALCIEERE R ) BTy — MEXALR, £
OBBI D HMNT 4 T X b GREF) K, 74
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VAR, ERIR, L v A ~#isEIR O i A A kAl
Wiy N7z (Sugitani et al., 2007) (Fig.1-—
D)o ERIRME EW X EFE DK T80um I2ET 5
(Fig. 2D o /MY (<15um) Db DI LIFLITa
——tk7 TAY—% KT S5 (Fig.2n), 74 VA
IREEEW IS THEMT 50 L~ A ~HiskIRME & X
EA220~80um TH 0, Wz h2Ed 2 W idRE
MHBARENZ AT S (Fig. 2m)e Foaua=—fks
FTAY =% LIZLIEEKRT 5. RIRBXOL ¥ A~#)
SEARADS—FICHEH L CF v RIVIRR IR 5 72
D, WEI/NERAEZ O b 0%, TBRENRN) =—
va YR EV, ZOEYEIENEIZ DWW T Sugitani et
al. (2007) 1%, MK, A 254, {LAEEERIC
ST 2 R & BEIRER IO W THRE L 7ze T 08
R, 7 I AY —%BHRT H/ARERIK, KEUBRIK, L~
A~#$eiR, 7 1 VA4 (Fig. 2k) (Z2WTidib
DU FEMEELIFE W ET S —HT, EITHEIRRP 2RI
Fx—bhHDT7 1452 (Fig. 2j) =8 b & HE
L7zo S5 OREEY O A YRR L DT OFERIC X
DELIZHFFENRTWE, ThiE, REITMZER,
EHEEL TWDH I L (Oehler et al, 2009;
2010), KRBOEFEZEEN TS Z L (Grey and
Sugitani, 2009), WAL > THONIZZRIT
BTRENBILEOHMS (Sugitani ef al., 2009a),
RIRNE T & RN D & 9 = ETRRICB T 5 TR
WZHIET 5 DOHH S & (Sugitani et al., 2009b),
BEAF v — I MR SR B K DR & 2 ) 72 KB A
Lk L7z #E2Z 5N 52 L (Sugahara et al,
2010), 2L Cau=—fkr I A% — %Y 5/
BRIKD DDI A51~2& W 5 EWRIFN 2 %2 "3 2 &
(Schopfet al.,2010) TdH 5,

3.5.2 Cleverville B (~3,020 Ma) West Pil-
bara Terrane @ Cleaverville J& %5 1%, Ueno et al.
(2006a) 755 ¥ — NS ET % i RE O R &
Wah L7z, ThHI3EA4~22 ym, 23~43 um,
>47 uym O A A5fieRL, IB=—fI TAY —
bBIZEIND, WEEKEEZA L, XTIT75 o 7Bk KD
EHICRFEEBHTEDNTVD bDUELET S, —
T2 LML D & 5 TH 575, Uenoet al. (2006a)
EHRBRIEHICE > TR EN 25D L LTWa,

4. KEREEaOHEELE

RIS S RIL 725 b O AL AR S %
RO AR & HE T B 7280 DIEHEIZDO VT,

Schopf and Walter (1983), Buick (1990), Cady et
al. (2003), Westall and Folk (2003), Brasier et al.
(2005, 2006), Sugitani et al. (2007) ZTFEL <
SN TWw b, it Wacey (2009) 2N nild
EOWT20IHH PL RIS 2 Ml Ak L7z, F 72
Schopf et al. (2010) b HIEHHEL I L TRRL T
Who INHEBEIL, LML L, ok
BRI LD D2 FREICRE LV, 2B 22

TR IR E T 5,

ES M WP U Ryade eV ab/AY LAV - S | WAk 7 =)

HHRELTHYTHS ),

- EBAER DRI TH D &,

TR TS BT RETH S L 9 R - 5
FESEMFTICRnwT &,

CEEREZTTO RV E (BRI IR S
YIF)o
ZLCTFRO&ME 20z L HEwIcovwTid, K

mfibach s “WHEEE" A5 TE %,

AN REEERL, BAEORDER LY RKENE
Eo

CREEOERE FRICHEE LD DTH D T Lo

- [ABR DR & W) A — H T A S EERARE T 5 2
Eo
EOITRokMEL S (i3, oAbtk

EY ORI 55 L FE R TRV,

RFEOMENTH L L,

CRFUSNOATEHR (8B, %) ORENAEDS
nsrz &,

- GBI B U 7 BRI B B S R
B (79 v RA FIVEGIEOLAEREE e R FALR
W55 2L A RS Z 0 b ORI b
HZk,

BRI STERE, T4 T A v MREEER STETR
RENDLENS DV A X5AHBALEY O Zh &kt
kc&srz i,

CERRRP L VAR, ELTIYV V=KD T4 T A
N OBitr, VIR B W IZHEZEIREICH B
Eo

MR AME AT 2 MR TH SR S ERR
B, TLUTAYELEEESROONDL L,

- RS 2SS A TR BN IS B S B TERE, B B WId IR
(au=—IR7 5% —%) 2ETHI L,

—75 Brasier et al. (2005;2006) %, RGO

BHZIRL, FEWR SOt 212X BB THEN:
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PETHESNZVELE, ibas LTf-TiE%R 5
wkw), HHERNLREZEZEZRALL, LarLly
HOMRFEA T RE R OENT %2 b KD 5 Z D F5 S
XS PZEMAYH 5 (Tice and Lowe, 2006a;
Sugitani et al., 2007), & L A Lk DR %G 7- 52
FE1Z & - T, non-microfossil (141t f1; b Tt %
V), dubio-microfossil (BE¢1bf; &b 6 & E 2 &
\»), possible microfossil LA DWEEMW 2D %),
probable microfossil ({t41 T % W HEEMEHE V),
genuine (bona fide) microfossil (EEIESDILA)
FoXH)ITEBMWIZEBL (B 21X, Schopf and
Walter, 1983; Sugitani et al., 2007), WFEDOHEREIC
X o TiFili % FIRICEE T 5, LWH)RY Y ADITH
PEIVHENTHA I, oL bZOMIIEZITDNT
&, TNZENOWZEEAIMEIHR§ 22 L1250
T, FEMEE BN LERT B I EIESH TRV,
FERE, AR T LA Ew o —Hicon T
b, TOAEPRFEEICETORMEZRIr &2 2150
boWosrZ L, F7ALAE LTUVAKBOLN TS
b, AEPREEICE L T bR DR S A8
LFLL HLTwanwEnw) b FLHETH
5o

5. AiRD&ER LIRE

5.1 F+— MOHBREERR

HAAY E ORKBERRLAH, ERBLHENT LT
WAL OB A ORI R MBI EE TH 5, KNk
BALA DS, TONEEFvy—FTHDLIEHEWN
25, TORKPHBEERE L IEL BT 5121, 8
Fe, A, HERREEICH T 5 B R ERE B L LD
IR ICRF O HER LB RT3 5 & L S
Thbo 7 — NIz AL ET & T 2HEME
THY, K H, & IK~BOEFELET L. MILA
WEMEZ 0T v — MIARKFICEARA, Aol
B\, —RICKET v — M LERICTRE L7 >
VAPHELTCTELLDTHEEEZ LN B TH
205, O RUENZRS O, BRI
Y, TRESEAHERY, WEUMEREDSoRMIER L
fEF) 12X > TT&E72bDb% v (Sugitani et al.,
1998; Sugitani et al., 2003; Westall et al., 2006;
Hofman and Bolhar, 2007) .

YN T O KGR F v — b RRRESL R I2 o v
T, FIIRIBOWFEHIC & - T, Mk B mE
WaEEhwle, $2—ul¥y A EREORBE

i — R

MoZAk, £ L CHEMESE? S, EERIERo f
WEAHBKIEE & 7L — M), & L CRIERICE
HOFTZORKRPLHERREN W/ LELONTE /2

(Isozaki et al., 1997; Kato et al., 1998; Kato and
Nakamura, 2003). L2L7AR25ZDETFIVIIHT
HGmbdH Y (Bl 21X Hickman et al., 2010), &
HEL A Lh O TEMEZR-> Twb, 213 Isozaki
et al. (1997), FIl - 6% (1998) % North Pole Hi
38D Dresser J§ & & ¥ G 1535 O o & i 25 2K TR
EIRRRL7z0 LA L ZORIL, MoMfEEIZL > T
RENTEM AR, G, SR Eo T — 5

(Buick and Dunlop, 1990; Nijman et al., 1998; Van
Kranendonk, 2006) & & # J§ L T B 1V, Van
Kranendonk et al. (2008) IZX DREINTW5S,
HEEIRTOXKIUNERIC X > TR SN/ 2 VT T %3
Y& 3T 5ETNVDITH DY, Dresser MO E L )
EHMICHHAMEES TH S, FALIFLIEHRAS
5, MR ZzBEREGEDEEE 2N L7 &, K
F v — M ASEFERIE THER L2RER e LT, &
FTLBTHTEENIELBRRTEE v, FIZIE
Goldsworthy #2575 12 B W THE WA ERS 5 E % %
AMICE D BENI100m I2EYT 5 F v — b~k
#i0E (Cleaverville &) 13, BEHIZNE W CHERE L
72bDEEZLNED, ENHSIEIR FEHERVWTH
K7 Bk R 2 & % 72\ (Sugitani et al., 2003)
¥ 72 Katoetal. (1998) 5iZ, WYL /YF D Cleaver-
ville BIZB W TRRa 2 BERICHE D M KEEEIE O
22— ¥y A FERENEMICHPo TN BB E
%7 L — MBI ) P RIEEBOK O TG O & B
HWOT TR L 720 L LD &Ko R BRI S,
Fy—1b, BREHRE -0y AEREERT S
LIZBLLA RV ENFREDOTETHL NI h->TH
) (Van Kranendonk et al., 2003; Sugahara et al.,
2010; Allwood et al., 2010), T—u ¥ AERFED
MES & IR OE S — RIS AT L
WIIEETHHREZES I,

Ko F v — M RHIRSIEICEEFNE L) A D
e LT, FAEALEROIESE & L ToBKIEE)
OEFMZ IR T AI5EHIEZ WA, FNSHIE8T L
b R IR O rh SR R BUKIE B 2 A E LT v i

(Sugitani, 1992; Sugitani et al., 1998; Nijman et al.,
1998; Sugitani et al., 2006b; Westall et al., 2006;
Hofman and Bolhar, 2007; Wang et al., 2009) , #%iT
Shibuya et al. (2010) i, K fCIIERIEEEITD
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ED TV 71 ) BOKIGEE) 2SI T o 72 & v ) IRF &
B L7z SO7NVA) BOKIGENE, MO RHER
WMok & kx aaRL R OEtER 2% 2 % 1
TIHFICHEETH DD, LTLIZHELITFy— 1R
SR EREL B SR W CHERE L 222 23T 5 b
DTIE R\, R HEAGRIGIZNZ T, BEETOM
L\ b2EE L (e.g., Sugitani et al., 1996) XPEERE
HEWERT 2EWOLEDP S, BEDHARKD L) 7
REEDSERT DB EINCE L, e iRy (b
R E LD &) 1BV TRES pH 01k, £
L CARIRMFICI DR EZEL 2 LTHOAREET
20w THb,

5.2 KEREEBROSHMN

Table LI AR THI L 2L A MR & & © 0B
FHORKNRPHRBERE B L2, Z o4 iFt A+
FRHENTLWHDBETEENLY, ThHo
T2kl e LT, i~ otk Eokk
BRI, AW ER L TW2 2 E2RIET S
(Nisbet and Sleep, 2001), Z 1UZFER O T 7 V)
B DA =T OVHBET S FERET, ST v — M2
ATHAETY S bMIbAHE S (Walsh and
Lowe, 1985; Walsh, 1992; Westall et al., 2001,
Javauxet al., 2010), /N1 <y MEFE SN 5 HEE

MR T ¥ — M RWHE 2 S i RRoME~ 1L F
BHRERBIZHA D> Tv5 (Tice and Lowe, 2004;
Noffke et al., 2006; Heubeck, 2009), = ® X 5 %Kiy
fAZBT B 4HEEY (habitat) DZRMEIZ LAY
DR, HRBOLRME L EBRTIEZWVIETTH 5,
FICHEH Lovwold, ®iplzRdiEgic, ko s
A TOEMRBPLZEHRSINTVEZLETHE, T0O
FIN, MEBERMMPIEMEIER IOV TILkm
DFEMWHH D SO, HEE % ) ViR EZ AT
5 Z ERRTEILE 2 TX v (Buick, 2008; Nisbet
and Sleep, 2001; Noffke, 2010; Tice and Lowe,
2006b) -

RIEHRT O BIKIEE) & AR R LA RL SRR A A
BRE MO 72508, H 5 \WI3Z o2 HA X
B2 X)) Bital IR S22 T L I R
CHLIELIER=ZI LD B2, Al - s,
1998; Takai et al., 2006; H AT i EWE %4
2010), L 2L 7455 Table LIZ/RT & 912, ¥
777 b ¥ Ohi~HHIRERAbARLERD D B, R
JAHESE % B D1F Sulphur  Springs FEH (32fE4E)
OYERZFTTHY, M7 7Y HOREOILAHFEERIC
b I OBIKIFEIICHEE LD 0IZA S
(Schopf, 2006), #})1I (2010) B RTWVW5D L9

Table 1 Occurrences of 3.5 to 3.0 Ga fossil-like microstructures in the Pilbara Craton.

Group/Formation Age (Ma) Morphologies Environment of habitat & notes
Dresser F. ~3,490 Small spheroids, threads, Shallow marine, temporary evaporitic
septate or nonseptate Hydrothermal environment in oceanic
filaments caldera setting?
Mount Ada Basalt ~3,470? Septate or nonseptate Shallow marine?
filaments, threads, small Sample locality has not been confirmed
spheroids*
Apex Basalt ~3,460 Septate or nonseptate Sub-seafloor hydrothermal vent?
filaments, spheroids
Panorama F. 3,432~3,427 Small spheroids, small rods, Shallow marine, siliciclastic sediments
threads, film Low temperature hydrothermal setting
Strelley Pool F. 3,426~3,350 Small spheroids, large | Restricted basin to shallow marine
spheroids*, lens to spindles,
film
Kangaroo Caves F. ~3,240 Threads, small spheroids Deep marine (>1500m)
High temperature hydrothermal setting
Dixon Island F. ~3,200 Small spheroids, septate or | Deep marine?
nonseptate filaments
Farrel Quartzite ~3,050 Small spheroids, large | Shallow marine to hypersaline lake
spheorids, lens to spindles,
film, threads*

Note: *Structures whose biogenicity are equivocal.
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2, EdolEFELHIARBRICHE I TN LD
%\, 7T 7 AT =% L9 REUKIGEOH
BAIFLRIIRE RSO TV 5, HIEEOEK
RIIBUT B HEGOFRE—INAEBROK LV DL
DDYF ) F %, MILATLER B ENRLER L D
FTE LA I EDFTFINLVIRTIE R VA, ZOREIC
&, TNHREDER—T b bHEE S b Adr Dt
H (>37f84F; Rosing, 1999) o HAfEERE TV 5 H
— % T RBETHUEND L2 TR, FFALH
BOERD FO7 L TURMNITHRT 5 Z LAk 5
s,

5.3 XEAAEMIRE & EHvEEL

KERUTEB L T2 ISR Th 5 & —
MIZIRZZONTWD, BEEEYORETZIE, 7145
AV RO L ORI E LTERIRSEIROME, 20%
CBEEPB um T ThHb, Lo T, EH 58
VIV NF 7 5 b+ v O Strelley Pool & < Farrel
Quartzite 7 5 5 L 72 £ £ £20 um DL £ @ ERIKAL
A, Ly A~#hisERACAEREZAEY E LTiE "By
127 KEWET 254, 20X KB, &
SAHFE LZDAMTD, M7 7Y - Barberton f&fh
i @O Kromberg J& (34f%4F) % Moodies J& # (32
f84E) 205, EHA20~200 um DERIR{LAT R EFEAS
200 um (\ZET L ERD b OB HE SN TS

(Walsh, 1992; Javaux et al., 2010), 7272E NN
79 b OKBALAEE, BROZHEENEL, #

i — B

MEZRBER (Fig. 8a~c) # LIFLITET 2 S
Th b,

IS RTRRBEBALA RO 4 X IZEZM L X
WEB->TRV, LYLEDVSY A A2 CldiE s
L CTiEAT55TH 5 (Bl z21E, Schulz and Jgrgensen,
2001)0 TIXED X ) by i 2 TERZEW & LT
REWLKZEDZAHH?  ZOMBEICE LT Knoll et
al. (2006) 1%, 1) preservable walls (B:3%7% & D
W BiAEE), 2) preservable ornaments (R <
AV Rz T O e 22 7 IR BIAR R 222 ), 3) large
size (KRELY A X) D3ODKM % FIERIZHAM 2
B LD, WAL & EAREYEIE & WS 5 720122
WThbHELTWS, 22 Tim LT AERIRBILA,
Ly A~HisER LA IE & B 121 &3) ZHALTw
o =77, 2) [ZOWTIIHERR G2 Z Tl 2\
T <2 A Kz D B 3 D IS IL R T BEMEE A A 1]
KT, ZO7DIZIEAbAZIB L ZTNE %56 %
Vo #EHR 513 Farrel Quartzite ®F v — b 2> 5k
AEMT 52 e TELD (Grey and Sugitani,
2009), ETHEMBHEBICITEESTW RV, 72
72, TOXH BT TIra s Ay — VoOEIIE R
HIZXoTEbRTLES>TWBWEREED BV, —F
2SR O B EY IOUF S T D T Blg kS
Biahd b0, wHEARDKESES LT 7)) 85—

(achritach; # D%  IFEMBEHOHEREL EZ 6N T
W5) IZROONBIERE LML DD (Fig. 3d)

P SV AT P S

’

Fig.3 a-c) Three types of colony-like cluster from the Farrel Quatrtzite (also see
Sugitani et al., 2007;2009b). d) Ediacaran achritach Tanarium muntense (im-
age courtesy of Kathleen Grey). e) Pterospermopsis simicus Jankauskas (925
Ma) (image courtesy of William J. Schopf), f) and g) Auto-montage images of
flanged lens from the Farrel Quartzite (also see Sugitani et al., 2009a).
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BHAED E ZAROho TV, — T TEEIEH
LT 5 O3 HisEkmib A 0% S W ERFET Y
J Y (flange) LIEN %, BT ODIXROME L
o2 L Thb, ZOMEIIRERD DD\ I
DRV > 72ALE A SHO T2, BRI 277
MiET ¥ ¥ AT, M) 7 AOAEDEKHHZ O
RIEEL G 27200 2, WAENRHEELEZD
5 (Fig.3f, g) (Sugitani et al., 2007, 2009b)
FNVFEARUECERDOSZ T 7)) -7 ThH D
Pteromorphitae MHEIIZ DX I R 77 v V& D

(7—2Abuarr7 - -71L43Y%x—, 2007), HE
MIIEB T Do F 72 ROMEAE T O Mg A 5 s S
NTwb7 271 % —2 (Pterospermopsis simicus
Jankauskas; Schopf and Klein, 1992) 123 FkkD 7
5V URRLNS (Fig 3e).

HEAEYORBLIEWHEIZB T 2RO EER A N
YhOVEDTH B, 7Y 3=7T (Gripania) (Han
and Runnegar, 1992) ®&HEHE I N7-EFE12cm
WETHHAREEME Z 2 51 a1th (Bl Albani et
al.,2010) 25, HEMEAMF2UEAELENIHBLL 2200
REMEIZRE Ve & S ICEBAEYOIRIFEE N A +~— 7 —
THbH AT T v (steranes) 1326 4E LLAT O H g 5
5Lt SN TWwW5 (Brocks et al., 1999; Waldbauer
et al., 2009). 7275, DO L) B CEROEN RS
SN2 T A = —H =D TIE, ZOEHHE
W BT 22 A MEv: (Rasmussen et al,
2008; Brocks and Grice, 2011; Brocks, 2011), Tid
Farrel Quartzite & Strelley Pool J& D KIf b B
BEDIHIHIMLZLBVDEAI 2?2 fwma
THIZRLRNEZ LA ENTIEVDE D DD, P74l
EHLTNODOPIZEBEMD L iZZOTa M54 T
W END IR ROD SHERT 2B AT v, B
HEY) O BARF OFRIERFNIZ S & Dzt OWFZEIE
33~28f&4FE D M I BRI 72 £ Bt @ expansion—Hi
K—MRI -7 L, FICETHEROELEREL
TH Y (David and Alm, 2011), Farrel Quarzite
& O Strelley  Pool EOfALARE & OB MEATEH S
nb,

6. #& =]

A~ R o b A RLENE, FoEHEMEIC BT
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2z AR RFEHRSULFE O RRMIKIZIES <
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