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Search for the social function of geochemistry as a personal opinion
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There are two distinct points of view which might be called the ideal and realistic pictures
of science: One appears to be concerned only with discovery and contemplation of truth. The
other concerned with only its usefulness (practical application). Throughout any plan of scien-
tific advance it would be necessary to keep a just proportion between fundamental and applied
research and to maintain at all times the closest contact between them. In this paper the author
presents three examples that show social function of geochemistry. One is the research provid-
ing the ground water pollution caused by civil engineering. The other is earthquake prediction
by means of behavior of crustal gases erupted from mineral springs and active faults.
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